Journal Assignments (Three Total for the Semester)
You can consider these Reading Journal Entries as opinion pieces.  An opinion piece expresses your own personal reaction toward a certain topic, issue, problem, concern, etc.  It is a piece in which you explain why you hold a certain point of view, and show how your past experiences and knowledge shape your attitudes toward an issue.  By writing an opinion piece, you try to make sense and understand why and how you hold a certain opinion.  
While writing these opinion pieces, you may want to note how your reactions to things influence how you think about them.  For example, sometimes our initial reaction is shaped by a particular word, sentence, image, etc. that asks us to respond in a powerful way; we may be moved by a particular emotion, we may be impressed by a specific character trait, or influenced by its logic and reason.  The emphasis is why and how you think a certain way, or why and how you believe in a certain position.
Opinion pieces usually are backed up by your own personal beliefs, experiences, education, etc.  This assignment is not asking for researched facts.  We are exploring what we already know about a topic, and what we think or feel about an issue.  If you feel that you must use outside research, you must indicate in your paper where you have found the information; this is not a requirement for the paper.  The point of the assignment is to develop your own personal thinking; you must write from your own personal perspective. 
The point of these Reading Journal Entries is to explore the theme of war in contemporary non-fiction.  You can consider if current expressions about war differ from previous ones.  
For this assignment, you will choose three of the following readings, and write reading journals.  Each of your three chosen entries will be due on specific dates; please consult the course calendar for exact dates.
You can choose any topic, issue, concern, problem, emotion, etc. that is raised in the article, and respond to it.  There is no one way to write this paper.  You are expressing your own point of view.  You have a lot of freedom; I encourage you to use your imagination, and be creative.  You may write about how you felt while reading the article; what you agreed or disagreed with; what did/did not you like about it?; what puzzled or irritated you?; etc.  Or, you may develop your own unique question.  I am demanding thoughtfulness and expression.  Take your time, and explain your thought-process.  You must write at least 1 FULL page for each of the three reading journals.  These reading journals must be typed.  
You must have a cover page listing your name, course information, and a title for your paper; this information will be placed in the upper left-hand corner.  This cover page is not to be considered as page one.   Page one begins with your written work.  You must begin at the very top of page.  Points will be deducted if you do not follow these directions.
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